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THE BRBTHRBN BVANGELI8T. 


January 25, 1888. 


Jones Mills Items. 

A* announced through the Evangelist, our 
protracted meeting commenced on Deo. 17th. 
Continued each evening during 1887 and cloned on 
Sabbath evening, Jan. 1, 1888. Eld. J. a Wamr> 
ler, ol Armstrong Co., Pa., wan with us during the 
meeting and labored with his characteristic zeal 
and ability, preaching, talking, and visiting fami- 
lies where it was thought good might he accom 
plished, «nd we firmly believe there has been gos- 
pel Beed sown, which in due time will yield a boun- 
tiful harvest. While we did not witness the in- 
fluence of the meetings in accessions, yet there was 
such an interest and a deep tceling of solemnity 
pervading the congregations that we feel confident 
good will result from the eflort. Closed with a 
good interest and promises that mean additions in 
the future if life is spa ml, and we hope such may 
be gratified ; but it is not best to procrastinate. 
Death comes at all season** and meets persons, pre* 
pared or unprepared. Dear triends "Prepare to 
meet thy God," for there is no respect of persons 
with him. 

Bro. W. delivered some powerful sermons which 
were well received, and we trust will have the de 
sired effect ere long. Bro. Hildchrand gave us 
some very interesting talks, also which we trust 
is as "bread cast upon the waters." 

Hid a pleasant communion service on Christmas 
evening. Thirty some members surrounded the 
Lord's table. Many were absent, some at least, 
who much desired to be there and some were sick. 

It seems to me that nothing but providential 
hindrances should keep u> away Ironl a communion 
service, especially when we consider the words ot 
Jesus when he said. ''Except ye eat ot my body 
and drink of my blood you have no life in you," 
and it -no spiritual life is within, then there is no 
hope of eternal lite and our mission in this world is 
not filled, for 

"Religion In the chief concern at mortals here below." 
OUB SABItATII SCHOOL 

Closed on Christmas day with a fair interest and 
good attendance. Held thirty-three sessions. Ag- 
gregate attendance, 1084, highest number attend 
ing any one session was 110, lowest 19, whole 
number of pnpilt> on roil 118, average attendance 
60. Thursday l>ec, 29th, was set apart for a child- 
ren's meeting and 99 ol iih met, and we had a goof I 
time together, reading, Kinging, talking, praying, 
asking questions and answering them. Thus we 
spent about two hours with an intermission, dur- 
ing which time a lunch was served to all, and after 
thai was the distribution of gifts, candied, mottoes 
and books, which d (-tight the children, and all 
seemed pleased. After devotional exercises all 
went home happy, tor all hud been treat . 1 1 alike. 
Thus it should be, and so mote it be. 

W. A. Hakhoh. 
Jan. 6, 188a 


edifice they have erected for the worship ol God, 
and truly hope that their labors may be blessed and 
that they may be fnlly compensated by an ingath- 
ering of precious souls and the upbuilding of the 
cause of Christ. 

We tender oar thanks to Bro. E. B. Shaver and 
family for their kindness and hospitality shown to 
ua during our short stay with them. 

Bro. W. f j. Spanogle, who preached the dedica- 
tory sermon, is an able, energetic minister, and I 
hope before thia article will have time to be pub- 
lished, sinners will be flocking home to Christ un 
der the powers of his preaching. 

1 am glad to hear ot the good work going on 
and as we are a little isolated, we ask an interest 
in the prayers of the faithful that we may continue 
to use our best endeavors in the cause of Christ 
and that we may continue. to grow in grace and 
the knowledge of the truth. 

J. F. Koontz. 

Jan. 10, 1888. 


From Ocoya, III. 

Dkak Evangelist : — It has been some time 
since a report ot our little church has been aent in, 
and as we have just enjoyed a series of meetings 
here, will write and tell you of them. 

Bro. Worst arrived hen: from Auburn, Dec. 24th, 
and remained with us two weeks, preaching every 
night and twice on Sunday. The weather was 
very disagreeable most ot the time, but great in- 
terest was manifested, and a considerable number 
was always present. Toward the last, as the roads 
improved, the house was full. As the result of 
the meeting, three were baptized on last Monday 
afternoon, after a preparatory service at the church. 
.On Monday evening five were taken into the 
church, two ol whom hud been previously baptized 
As when Bro. Bashor and Bro. Holsinger held 
meetings here, so Bro. Worst was forced to leave 
just when we all lett sure that many were almost 
persuaded to choose that good part which cannot 
be taken away. All felt sorry for him to go so 
soon. Bro. Worst is a grand speaker, and his un- 
tiring energy and zeal in the Master's service can 
certainly be commended by all, as they will surely 
be rewarded in the end. He left us on Monday- 
night to join his family in Chicago. 

Our little church now numbers twenty -eight, all 
good working mem I vis, and the ptospect for a 
large membership soon is very good. We hold a 
weekly prayer meeting at the homes of the mem- 
bers, and feel that they strengthen us greatly. 

Minnie S. Pkantz. 

Jan. 13, 1888. 


hi* occupation of weaving besides, until Oct. 14, 
1748, when lonosomeneaa, and the infirmities of 
age prevailed on him to retire. 

He made vendue and sold both his real and per- 
sonal property and moved to hia son in-laws, 
Bandoph Hartey, (the writers grandfather) at 
Indian Creek, Montgomery Co., where he lived 
until the day of bis death which occurred on the > 
19tb, of March, 1758, in the 71st year of his age. 

He is buried in the family burying ground 
about one and a half miles from Indian Creek. 

Abbam H. Cassel. 


Peter Becker. 


Montevideo, Ta. / 

11 a. m., Jan. 7, 1888, found Bro. James Ka- 
goon's wife, Sister Lydia Eisling, Sister Viola 
Faidley, Bro. Christ Englehagy and myself com- 
fortably seated in the north- hound train enroute 
for Maurertown, to attend the dedication of tin 
new Brethren church which was erected by our 
good brethren of that vicinity. It was the first 
visit three of us had ever made to that locality, 
and It is one that will long be remembered, owing 
to the kindness and generosity manifested during 
our .-hoit stay with those warm hearted brethren 
and Bisters. We had the pleasure of meeting and 
forming an acquaintance with many whom we had 
never met personally before, and were made to re- 
joice when we could clasp hands and exchange 
words and ideas with those who are trying to work 
out their own soul's salvation. This was a very 
enjoyable meeting indeed, but it seems to me that 
when that great meeting shall be, when the people 
ot God will be (gathered irom the lour quarters ot 
the earth, and knowing that they Will part no more, 
the rejoicing will far exceed the meetings in this 
life, and it we never more meet thosfa brethren and 
sisters in this life, we hope to meet them at that 
great mcttinp which is in the future, there where 
we can strike glad hands, never more to say good- 
bye. 

We compliment our brethren for the beautiful 


BT OBE1) SNOWBEBGEB. 

About a year ago, I received a letter from 
| Abram H. Cassel ot Harleysville, Fa,, in which he 
stated that he had procured a tombstone for 
Peter Becker with a suitable inscription at an ex-" 
pense of about fifteen dollars. A short time ago I 
wrote to him and inquired how the grave had 
been marked these 128 years from 1758 to 1886. I 
now have at hand the following letters : 

Harleysville, Pa., Dec. 6, 1887. 

DeabFeiend: 

My great ancestor Peter Becker's 
gravestone was but a small common fieldstone 
with a F and a B scratched on and the figures 
1758. The stone was sunk down almost below the 
level of the ground, so that I suppose nobody on 
earth would have been able to find it any more, 
but an old aunt cf mine pointed me to the spot 
about 50 years ago, which I remembered so well, 
that I searched again and again, determined to 
find it, which to my great joy I finally did. Scarce- 
ly anybody now living knew that he was buried 
there, because he used to live in Germantown, 
every body supposed he waa buried there. 
Yours truly, 

A. H. Cassel. 


We Shall All Stand Before the Jadjrment Seat of 
Christ. 

Why should we then judge and condemn each 
other? We are accountable to God for our con- 
duct, and shall be judged at his bar. Let us con- 
sider that the judgment we measure to our brother 
or sister, shall be measured unto us again. Every 
one ot us shall give an account of himself. Let ub 
take heed that we be prepared to give up our ac- 
counts with joy. Let us not therefore judge one 
another any mor*«. It is dangerous, it is unchar- 
itable. Judgment belongs to the Lord. 
For though in dnst we are doomed to Bleep, 

It shall not be forever. 
Fear may a moment shrink and weep, 
But Christian courage never. 
One more sister from the German Baptist church 
united with the Brethren church at Dallas. 

Clara Flora. 


Dkak Bko. In reply to your question, in regard to ulster Ran- 
dolph, tn last E., will say we are not rich, but will cheerfully say 
that I will divide the expense with you. Enclosed find 76 cents. 
Perhaps we will all speak at once. If bo, "iitucti." If any one has 
made the offering before this will reaoh you, let it be used toward! 
educating some poor minister, or missionary work, or any thing 
that may be for the advancement of the cause of Christ. Some of 
us perhaps cannot pay so much at once, but most of us can pay a 
little, and thus accomplish great things. 1 wonder if the above 
named sister is deprived of Brethren church privileges as we are ? 
If she Is, I don't wouder that she says, "It Is with tears of Borrow 
I pen these lines.-' The E. Is a welcome visitor at our place. Wden 
it reaches our home, work must be abandoned, (If possible,) swd 
the glorious news of souls being saved must be read. It lias been 
over two yes rs since we attended a meeting of the Brethren, us 
Rnonand Hudson is O'jr nearest point we know of, and It requires 
means to go there, and I feel that the^ money can be used for better 
purposes, although we enjoyed the meetings and realized that It 
was good to be there. ' 

Bro. Swihart looked up a uew route, from Waterloo to Dallas 
Centre, as he missed coming through Marshall town. Several 
brethren have visited ua on their way to that point. Bro. A. M. 
Dickey and wife, Q. B'a, of Melbourne, la., formerly of Ashland, 
Ohio, paid ua a visit on last Christinas day. We enjoyed their 
visit much. We had several interesting aeasons of prayer, and 
were strengthened and encouraged, and felt like sinning, "Pull 
for the Shore." Would that the G. B. church was full or such 
brethren, then there would be no cause for a division. We would 
all be one In "Christ Jesus." If ay the Lo*d abundantly bless liim 
and his labors Is my prayer. 

A certain Brethren minister, (Christian courleav forbids me to 
personate,) promised us a visit and preach a sermon for us. We 
offered to pay his expenses. He wrote diffeient times and said be 
was coming, but never catne. If he will pas* this notice ha will 
know who I mean. We did not offer to pay him for the sermon, 
for he is undoubtedly In better circumstances than we are, and 
by paying his fare would come higher for ub than most any < f our 
wealthy Brethren would like to pay. for a sermon. However I will 
leave It with him and his God. I believe in a supported ministry. 
"They that preach the gospel should also live by the gospel." 

I am surprised Indeed to read the report of Bro. Smith, in last 
E. ; and espee tally from the old Keystone state ; It being near my 
former home. 1 hope Bro. Smith, you will fare better next time. 
There are no members here but myself and husband, but I believe 
we could do as well. We help support a religious cause tn our 
neighborhood, that needs our support, and we do It cheerfully, be- 
cause we feel it our duty, 

I think the Brethren church needs more missionary money. 
Where shall we address the Iowa Home Mission Fund? ('lease 
let ub hear soon, as we would like to help the cause. If it doa't 
help "us" at once, It will help others who are In need of the gos- 
pel and consequently It will make us happy by making others 
happy. 

May we all work with new zeal as we have entered upon a new 
year. May the Lord fill us wlUi all the fullness, as tt la la Christ, 
Is' my prayer. 

Mrs. P. P. Eichokn. 

Marshal) town, Iowa. 


Feter Becker the first minister ot the Dunker 
Brethren church, in America. Was born at 
DilUheim, in Germany, in tbn year 1687. He em- 
braced the principles of the Brethren at Creyfeldt 
in 1714. Immigrated to America at the head of 
he first company of Brethren that crossed the 
■ean in 1719, and settled near Germantown on 
is ( tittle farm of twenty-four acres, which 
e tilled with his own hands, and followed 


Patient waiting reconciles us to God's will. 

David, who could tend sheep, would also soothe 
the passion and discontent of a stern king. Sure- 
ly God's choice w&b a wise one. 

One courageous act may win laurels for the 
crowning of a king. \ 

Be brave and dare to do right, even in battle, 
and the reward will come. 

A picture is a poem without words,— Horace. 

Something better always arises and alloys one's 
highest .pleasures. — LucretiuB. 

When philosophy has gone as far as she is able, 
she arrives at al mightiness, and in that labyrinth 
is lost ; where, not knowing the way, she goes on 
by guess and cannot tell whether she is right or 
wrong ; and like a petty river, is swallowed up in 
the boundless ocean of omnipoteney. — Feltbam. 


